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Being of an older generation, I tend to think of books before the Internet. Bome of the following may be available on-line via a Drexel subscription or via Google. If known to be available in paperback, I’ve indicated with a (p).

The ultra-shortest respectable overview of the history of (Western) medicine:

Roy Porter, Blood and Guts (p) [I have some copies of this for loan.]

Not quite so short, and written for medical students: Jacalyn Duffin, The History of Medicine: A Scandalously Short Introduction (p)

Roy Porter’s fuller account:

For the Greatest Benefit of Mankind (p)

Not especially readable, but very useful for a quick reference or to review a particular century in medicine; includes Egyptian and paleomedicine:

Erwin Ackerknecht, A Short History of Medicine (p)

Nice to get as a gift; beautifully illustrated, chapters by excellent historians:

Irvine Loudon (ed), Western Medicine, an Illustrated History

An overview of the history of medicine in the US:

James H. Cassedy, Medicine in American: A Short History (p)

An excellent new source for looking up info about important physicians and medical scientists: William and Helen Bynum (eds), Dictionary of Medical Biography (available in Queen Lane library; several entries about renal docs by SJP)

About the antecedent schools of DUCOM:

Naomi Rogers, An Alternative Path: The Making and Re-Making of Hahnemann Medical College (p)

Steven J. Peitzman, A New and Untried Course: Woman’s Medical College and Medical College of Pennsylvania, 1850-1998. (p)

Some of Dr. Peitzman’s favorite books in medical history:

Michael Bliss, The Discovery of Insulin (p)

Barbara Sicherman, Alice Hamilton: A Life in Letters

R. Palmer Howard: The Chief: William Osler

Donald Fleming, William Henry Welch and the Rise of Modern Medicine (p)

J. M. Powell: Bring Out Your Dead [the Philadelphia yellow fever epidemic of 1793]

Charles Rosenberg, The Care of Strangers [a history of the hospital] (p)

The major journals in the history of medicine, mostly publishing articles by professional historians, are: Bulletin of the History of Medicine; Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences; Social History of Medicine; Medical History. Historical articles appear regularly in some clinical journals like Lancet and JAMA, and in the AOA journal Pharos. Some articles in Pharos are by medical students

Essay competitions and opportunities for medical students:

The Osler Medal competition (American Association for the History of Medicine)

William B. Bean Essay Award (American Osler Society)

…see the websites of the societies for details and/or consult with Dr. Peitzman if you contemplate submitting an entry.

An abbreviated timeline aligned mostly to topics in this course:

5th- 4th Century BCE
Hippocrates (Hippocratic Corpus)

130-201

Galen

980-1063
Avicenna (the Canon)

c. 1100

Earliest Universities in Europe

1316

Anatomy of Mondino

1543

Fabrica of Vesalius

1628

Harvey De Motu Cordis
1624-1689
Thomas Sydenham (“The English Hippocrates”)

1761

Morgagni On the Sites and Causes of Disease
1761

Auenbrugger’s Inventum Novum (percussion of lungs)

1700s, 1800s
Growth of major urban hospitals in European cities

1798

Jenner publishes on smallpox vaccination

1810

Samuel Hahnemann’s Organon (statement of homeopathy)

1819

Laennec publishes his book on auscultation and chest disease

c. 1800-1840s
Flourishing of the “anatomic-clinical method” (local pathology)

1838

Schwann on the “cell theory”

1840s – 1890s
Beginnings of modern physiology, mainly in Germany; proliferation of medical journals
1848

Demonstration of ether anesthesia at Mass. General Hospital

1848
Founding of Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, later 
Hahnemann Medical College

1850
Founding of the Female Medical College of Pennsylvania, later Woman’s Medical College, then Medical College of Pennsylvania

1860s-1890
Ascent of the “Germ Theory” (eg, tubercle bacillus, 1882); Lister’s antisepsis in surgery

1896
Discovery of x-ray by Roentgen; prompt use in medicine

1900-1920
Most hospitals establish clinical laboratories

1910
Flexner report on medical education in the U.S.

1921
Toronto group announced isolation of insulin

1939
Beginning practical use of penicillin

1943-1950
Development of the artificial kidney

1961
Jefferson, the last all-male medical school in the US, admits women

1950 onwards
Trends: Increasing science and technology in medicine, cells to molecules and genes; development of many effective drugs; unimagined surgical exploits and organ replacement; rising importance of chronic disease in developed world including the diseases of affluence (diabetes, hypertension, obesity); failure to eradicate major infectious diseases (except smallpox) in other parts of the world; AIDS; failure to bring modern medicine equitably to everyone who might benefit; bioethics.

