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DIVISION OF MEDICAL HUMANITIES

HUMANITIES ELECTIVE COURSE:

HISTORY OF MEDICINE
INSTRUCTOR: Steven J. Peitzman, M.D., F.A.C.P.
        Drexel University College of Medicine 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: We will selectively explore historical sources of Western medical thought and practice, as well as the structure of the profession, from Hippocrates to the 21st century.  Special topics will include: women in medicine and the history of MCP (formerly Woman's Medical College), and homeopathy and the founding of Hahnemann Medical College (the predecessor schools of DUCOM).  Classes will utilize discussion, visuals, a “readers’ theatre” performance, lectures, and even a walk around Queen Lane to see its historical displays.  Brief outside readings may supplement a few sessions, and a short written reflection will be required.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Attendance at all* sessions, class participation, completion of readings, the written assignment, and completing an online course evaluation are required for Humanities credit. Written assignments should be sent electronically to Dr. Peitzman at speitzma@drexelmed.edu and online course evaluations must be submitted no later than March 5, 2009.  
Schedule:  Thursdays, 1/15, 1/29, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 5:00-7:00 P.M. (with a stretch break), Sem. Rm. A01
I.
Jan. 15

The earliest foundations: Hippocrates, Naturalistic Medicine, Humoralism, and Health 




Maintenance; That Strange Oath; Then Galen for 1500 years!

II.
Jan. 29

Knowing About the Body: Vesalius and the Re-Birth of Anatomy; Harvey and the 




Blood’s Circulation (video)

III. 
Feb. 12

What is a “Disease” and who gets to say so?: localism, pathology (“seat of the disorder”), 




physical exam; Then the “germ theory,” and into the laboratory.

IV.
Feb. 19

Therapeutics on the main path and on a parallel path: The discovery of insulin and its lessons; the 




discovery and amazing spread of homeopathy. 

V. Feb. 26

Who gets to practice?--Women in medicine--How does medicine respond to social 

change? Class will perform a readers’ theatre version of Conan Doyle’s “Doctors of Hoyland.” Time permitting, the class will conclude with a walk around the Queen Lane historical displays.

*At instructor’s discretion, a make-up activity might be offered as a substitute for a missed session if there is a valid reason for the absence. 
**Registration for this course is at the first session. There is no pre-registration. If you have questions regarding this course, please contact Roseann Bilardo, Humanities Academic Coordinator, at rbilardo@drexelmed.edu, or 215-991-8464.
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