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PURPOSE:  From a variety of points of view – medical, psychological, social, ethical, spiritual and cultural - loss, dying, death and bereavement will be studied and discussed to give students the opportunity to clarify their views on their own mortality and gain understanding about caring for the dying patient.  Emphasis will be placed on developing an understanding of personal attitudes toward death and dying.
REQUIREMENTS:  To receive academic credit for this course, students must attend all sessions, complete short reading assignments, contribute to class discussions, and complete a course evaluation.  A final assignment is required: students can read Intoxicated By My Illness by Anatole Broyard or view one of the following films: My Life Without Me (2003) or The Diving Bell and the Butterfly (2007) and write a two page reflection paper. All reflection papers must be turned in to Roseann Bilardo @ rbilardo@drexelmed.edu and course evaluations must be completed online no later than December 18, 2008.

SCHEDULE:  Thursdays, 10/23, 10/30, 11/20, 12/4, and 12/11, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Sem. Rm. A01
I.    October 23
Death and Dying: Different Faith Perspectives
II.   October 30
Religious Traditions: Difficult Choices at the Bedside
III.  November 20
Hospice: Whole Person Approach to Dying. 

The “Hopeless” Patient: A Look at Palliative Care
IV.  December 4
Multicultural View: Funerals and Body Disposition

V.   December 11
Loss, Grief, and Bereavement
*Registration for this course is at the first session.  There is no pre-registration.  If you have questions about this course, please contact Roseann Bilardo, the Academic Coordinator, at 215-991-8464, or e-mail at rbilardo@drexelmed.edu.
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